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You will find the

- MEANS FAILURE

Don’t Select Your Seed Corn
| From the Crib—You Can't

; Tell What You Are

; Getting.

WE KUST STUDY THE STALK

| When You Gatner Seed Corn, Study
l the Root System, Follage, Stalk,

Husk and Tassel—Pick Ears of Me-
dium Hight on Stalk With Short

Shank. ®
| By P. G. HOLDEN, Agricultural Ex-
tension Department International

Harvester Company of N. J.
The character of the stalk should
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stalk as have been discussed with re-
gard to the ear; though it will be im-
| possible to glve to the subject the
space it deserves,

There are the root system; the char-
acter of the follage, and Its distribu
tion on the stalk; the disposition to
susker and to set several ears; the
length of the shank, the time of pollen-
'a.tion as compared with silking; sus-
| eeptibility to disease such as rust,
Ismut and mold; tendency to break
!o'ver at the roots, below the ear and
above the ear; premature ripening,
!lemiug the ear light and chaflly; the
| position of the ear on the stalk, high,
|medlum or low; erect or drooping;
It.ha way the ear 18 covered with the
. husks and the comparative maturity
| of the different stalks and ears, etc

The great majority of corn ralsers
do not take these things into consid-
eration. They simply save the occa-
glonal geod ear throughout the husk-
ing season or pick them from the crib
at plantis_ time.

We must know the stalk upon which
the ear grew, whether the stalk was
the only one in the hill or one of
three stalks.

How Is This to Be Done?

There is just one practical way to
do it, and that {8 to go into the fleld
in the fall, before the nights are cold
enough to injure the vitality of the
corn, and select the best ears, pro-
vided they come from strong, healthy,
desirable stalks, We slmply must come

When ordering be sure to send the 95-cent Coupon, together with the special price quoted, and the Jpurnal and magazines

will be sent you for one ycar.

Remember, this offer is not good unless the Coupon accompanics vour order. ™

THE PERRYSBURG JOURNAL, Perrysburg, Ohio
This Bargain Price will be withdrawn after Nov 15

to this method of selecting our seed
corn.
Strong Stalks.

The stalk from which an ear is se-
lected should be strong, vigorous and
bealthy, indicating ability to win in
the competition and to overcome un-

HOW T0 SELECT
% SEED CORN

When Harvesting Seed Corn
Choose Medium Sized Ears
From Strong, Vigorous
Stalks.

GATHER IT FROM THE FIELD

There s Danger of Selecting Ears Too
Large—If the Season Is Late and
Cold or Frosts Come Early We
WIll Have a Lot of Soft, Chatfy,
Moldy Light Corn From Which to
Get Seed for Qur Next Year's Crop.

—

By PROF. P. G, HOLDEN, Director
Agricultural Department Interna-
tional Harvester Co. of New Jersey.

A good sized ear 18 essentlal to a
good yleld. It Indicates that the ear
comes from a strong, vigorous, healthy
stalk and that in turn it will produce
stalks and ears having a strong con-
stitution and hardiness. No one would
think of selecting for seed small,
weak, puny-looking ears. Corn has
been bred for the grain or ear until
the proportion of corn to stalk is ab-
normally high and conseguently the
tendency is for the ear to become
smaller unless we select larger ears
than we expect In the average of the
erop.

Select Medlum 8ized Ears.

On the other band, the greater dan.
gor lles in seleotlng too large ears
and too large types of corn, and this is
especlally true of the northern half of
the corn belt. ¥or every dollar lost
by growing corn that 18 too small or
too early there are ten to twenty dol-
lars lost from growing corn that 1s too
large and too late in maturing. If the
season is late and cold, or the frosts
come too early, or if the seed ls plant-,
8d lated in the s the grower llan
& lot of soft, chaffy, moldy, light corn,’
In addition to thl; it 18 very difficult’
to secure good seed from such curn.'
for next year's crop. It ls certaiu to:
be more or less frozen, moldy and|
weak, and to result in a poor uuwdl
and & poor crop. Large, sappy, im-
mature ears fill the wagon-box rapldly,
and we decelve ourselves into think-
ing that we are getting a large yleld.
Corn of this kind often contalns from
36 to 46 per cent of water. When the |
sorn dries it is looge on the cob, chaffy
snd lMght. The little cells in the ker-
pels are only partially filled with food

kad are dull god chalky, or starchy, |

nstead of Dbyignt, nara, neayvy and
#ich in appearance.

|
The corn {8 apt to spoll, especially

n the bottom of the crib, i. e, burns
yut, and it is unpalatable to stock. The
grower of such corn s required to sell
it o greatly reduced price. What we
want is corn that will be safe every
sear. Remember that two small ears
weighing but ten ounces each, to each
illl will make G4 bushels per acre, or
iouble the average yleld. Three of
‘hem will give nearly 100 bushels per
ere,

This indicates full maturity, good
juality, feeding value and yleld.

Large ears will generally have larg-
swr and deeper kernels. Short, bunchy
warg are certaln to have deeper ker-
aels than long, slim ears. As a con-
jequence the planter cannot be ad-
justed to glve a uniform drop.

It we have large and small ears,
sunchy and slim ears, deep kerneled
ind shallow kerneled ears we shall
10t only have unevenness in size and
shape of kernels, but we shall also
aave a great variation in time of ma-
urity, some stalks bearing early and

jome late, and some having high ears ||

ind some low,

J POOR SEED MEANS LOW
YIELD.

One small elght-ounce ear of
corn added to each hill will
double the yleld and value of
the crop and add $1,700,000,000
to its total value.

CORN GROWERS' RULES.

1. Pick seed corn before October
1st, saving at least twice as much as
will be needed.

2, Select only ears that will ripen
and that are of good quality.

3. Select from strong, vigorous
| stalks, ears that bend over at medium
height on medium length shanks,

4. Hang seed corn in a dry, well

vuntllatad place, so that the ears do
i | not touch,

5. Select seed corn from your own
field,

6, If you must buy seed corn, buy
"in your own locality.
| 7. In the spring, select the best
'ears and test each ear.

8. Select 100 of the cholcest of
'thcu ears and olant In a separate
l plot to select from next year.

favorable conditions, We should dis
criminate agrinst spindling stalks, es.
pe~ally those that are small from the
.| ear to the ground. Particularly should
‘| we avoid those stalks which have
|| shown their weakness by breaking
over, The ear 18 likely to reést on the
ground and gatheyr moisture and mold.
Height of Ear.

Seleeot ears from as nearly the same
Il helght and position on the stalk as pos-
1| sible. The higher growing ears will
[l tend to make the corn later each year.

If we go to the other extreme we
will soon get an early, small, slim,
flinty e¢ar, with shallow kernels apd
open furrows between the rows and
the yield will be reduced.

Drooping or Erect Ears,

An ear that droops its nose slightly
r3 the husk beging to turn yellow and
open is preferable to one that stands
erect, allowing the water to run down
under the husks and etand at the butt
of the ecr, which of course {8 unde.
sircble. The drooplng ears are gen
erally o little earlier than the erect
ones.

Short Shank Desirable,

The ear should be set on a short
shunk close to the stalk. Ears on long
shanks are more liliely to be broken
off and are a nuisance to handle, espe-
ciully if the corn {8 cut and shocked.
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Freedom From Disease.

The stalks should be free from dis-
ense esuch as smut, rust, mold, ete.
I have scen cases where nearly every
gtalk coming from a certain ear wos
affected, and so badly affected that
there wes not a good ear on any of
the BU0 stolks.

Foliage, Its Character and Distribu.
tion,

A thin, sparse follage 18 never desly-

nble, It carries with it nothing but
wenkness, In the corn belt where the
ear |8 the moet valuable part of the

plant, we should secure the kind of
stalk and folinge which will give the
greatest profit in grain, This will not
be secured by heavy foliagge. The best
results will be between the two ex-
tremes,
Two Ears to the Stalk Not Desirable.

Except possibly in the case of Hint
varieties and the early northern dent
varieties, which are grown for the
fodder, It will be advisable to sclect
goed from one-ear stalks.

Covering of the Ear With Husks,

A heavy mass of husks on an ear or
the projection of the husks beyond the
tip of the ear into a tight point are ob-
jectionable; they prevent the corn
from drying and make it more difficult
to husk. The husks should just fairly
cover the tip of the ear and should
loosen or open at time of ripening, to
allow circulation of alr in order to dry
out the corn.

Ll°.¢

Lice on the husks will cause the
ghucks to turn yellow prematuraly. In
seleoting sevd do not mistake this yel

| low condition fqr early ripening
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—was the foot-and-mouth dis-
ease slaughter all a blunder o

SOME SAY THAT IT WAS AND THAT NO FARM
PAPER DARED TO ASK THIS QUESTION!

did ask it and in a stirring, written debatc,
have been laying arguments and evidence
on both sides before their jury of more
than 100,000 readers twice-a-month

| =—have you seen Grant Slocum’s
paper lately?

if not, stop in at our office the next time you are in
town, we have free sample copies for youl

—you’ll want this aggressive paper

reports, and advice based on

the reports of their representatives on every leading
market, and their farm crop reporters in every state,
written by men who handled over $450,000 worth of
their readers’ farm produce last year.
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Migleading Audlence.

“Why doesn’t young Bligging make
more progreus in his studles?’ “He
doesn't get tho proper kind of en
couragement. His father doesn't take
any interest in what the boy knowa
about the classics, but is enthusiastic
about the way he can play accompani.
ments on the banjo."—Washington
Blar,

Disregarded Proprieties.
The minister was calling, and jast
a8 he was about to depart he knelt to
usk o blessing, Three-year-old Eva,
whose notion of prayer was associated
only with bedtime, looked on In open-
eycd wonder. Finally she Interrupted
the earnest petition by blurting out,
“Mister, mister, you can't do that wifs
out no nightie!"
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